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REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA) 
:"fONTSERRADO COUNTY) 

I'RIVATE USE PERMIT CONTRACT BETWEItN THE FORESTRY 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORIlTY AND THF: PEOPLE OF JEADAE DISTRICT, 
SINOE COUNTY, F"Of{ THE HARVESTING OF 34,600 HECTARES OF 
FORESTLAND 

A, ~1) ! 
TillS CONTRACT made and entered into this. .. ~;l day -of ~~I","O:£l{L'\E',,'/,"-::-__ 
A,D. 2011, by and between the Government -of Libeda, through the ForeStry 
Development A~lthority, hereinafter ret erred to as the Authority, represented by its 
Managing Director: Moses D. Wogbeh Sr.) aad the Peopie of Jeadae Administrative 
District, Sil10e County, hereinafter referred to as ,Jcllda~ represented by the District 
Forest Management Committee by and rhru Senior Citizens, Town Chief:, John Dargbeh, 
Atty_ Joseph Nagb~h, District La"','),c]', T. Kalvill Chea, Youth Coordinator, :Matilda 
Nagbeh Chairlady and y1ilton Tarpeh, Secretary. hereinafter collectively the Parties, 
hereby; 

WITNESSETH: 

\VHEREAS, the Authority is statutorily responsible fClr the sustainable management and 
use of all categories of forest resources; 

\VI-JEREAS, the People of Jeadac Dis.trict are legitimate ov.-ners of a tFdct of foresthmd 
of 34,600 hectares by virtue of inheritance through a legitimate pmchase from the 
Republic of Liberia; 

\VHEREAS, the Jeadae Administrative District enwmpassing of Ponnuh, Lower 
Dweoh. Dweo-h, Lowe,r Bokon and Gbarta clans made an application to the Authority on 
September 5, 2011 on behalf of said citizens for the issuance of a Private Use Pennit to 
commercialize their deeded forested 1and as eaJ) be seen from .copy 'Jf said letter hereto 
attached and marked Exhibit "A"~ 

\"lIEREAS, by virtue of Section 5.6 (d) (i) of the. National Forestry Refou\) Law 
~FRL) of2006, copy ofa duly certified Abodge.e's Grant D.;:OO issued in 1974 under the 
signature of President William V.S. Tubman. in proof of ownership of the su~iect tract of 
taJld is hereto attached and marked Exhibit ~'B" to fimn a cogent p<tti of this Pi?Dnit; 

\VHEREAS, in further v.::rificati()11 of rhe subject property, the Ministry of Lands, Mines 
& Energy finally gives authentication and verification to the said Jaedae Deed through a 
letter tmder the signature of Assistant Minister Maxv.,:ell C.F. Owee. Attaehed also is the 
said verification letter marked Exhibit "C" to fom) an integral part of this Cormact; 

WHEREAS. validation of the area in keeping wi.th Section 5.6 Cd) (ii) of the NFRL and 
Section 61 of FDA Regulation 10:::-07 shows that the said tract of land is suitable for 

H~ 

.. \ ~\~J 1 



commercial forestry. Said validation report is hereto attac·hed and marked Exhibit "D" to 
form also an tntegr-aJ part of this contract; 

·WHEREAS, Jaedac District is desirous of commercializing harvestable tree species on 
the said tract of34,600 hectan~$ of land; 

\VHEREAS. the Authority havIng examined Jaedac's application and the requirements 
of Section 5.6 of the 'NFRL having been met, declares Jacdat: qualified for issuance of a 
Private Use Permit that ",ill allow it enter into contractual agreement with a company or 
corporation to carry out said commercial activities; 

WH]~REAS, the people above described have given their written consent through a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to the Atlantic Resources Limited tor the 
management and supervision of their forestland as can be seen from copy of said MOLT 
herelo attached and marked Exhibit "E' 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mU!lk1.1 promises and agreements 
herein contained, the parties do hereby agree. as follO\-vs: 

i. Definitions 

[L 	Authority; The Forestry Development Authority (FDA) created by an Act 
of the Legislature on November 1) 1976. 

b. 	Annual Operations Plan: the p)ao that guides the annual operations of the 
Holder 

¢. 	Chain of Custody: the path of custodianship followed by logs, Timber and 
wood products through harvestingl transport, interim storage j processing, 
distriblltion and export from source of origin in the forest to end use. 

d. Code of Forest Harvesting Practices: a set of standards for 
environmCtit.'lUy sound forest use prepared by the Authority 

e, Conservation: the sustainable management and protection of forest 
resources to achieve maximum environmental. social. e(:ollomic and 
scientific benefits for present and future generations 

f, Forestry: the science, art and practice ofconservation of forest resources 

g. 	Forest Resources License: MY legal Instrument pursuant to which the 
Authority allows a person, subject to specified conditions, to extract 
forest resources or make other productive and sustainable liSe of forest 
land, This includes Forest management Contracts, 1 imber Sale Contracts, 
Forest Use Pennit and Private Use Permit. 
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h. Forestland: 	 a tract of land, induding its flora. and fauna capable of 
producing forest resources, or land set aside for the purpose of forestry, 
but not induding land ill pem1anent settJernents and land that has been in 
long term usc for non-shifting cultivation of crops or raising livestock 

1. Forest Pmduct: any material or item derived from forest resources, 

J. 	 Forest Management Contract: forestry contract which covers a land area of 
50,000 400,000 hectares. 

k. Holder: a person who holds a valid forest resources license 

I. Land Owner: a person who 0\V118 land by legal title 

rn.Operator: a person harvesting OJ: making commercial use of forest 
resources under a fore.st resources Hcense, including a person working as 
an employee, contractor or other agent for a Holder. 

n, Pre-Felling Operations: legal requirements of the Holder before felling of 
logs.. They include posting of required perfomlance bond; preparation of 
initial annual operatioll.-; plan and preparation of environmental jmpact 
assessment. 

0, Private Use Pennit: a forest resource license issued by the GQvemment to 
allow commercial use of the forest resources on private land. 

p, Public Use Pennit: a tbrest resource license issued to extract forest 
resource from an area less than 1000 hectares. 

q. Refol'tsration: 	 the establishment of a tree plantarion in a previously 
forested area that has been affected hy cuUing. fire, or some other act of 
tree removaL 

r. 	Societe Generale de Surveillance (SGS): the institution/company 
responsible to manage the Chain of Custody System. 

s. Timber Sale Contract: a short term forest resources license Issued by the 
Government for a period of three (3) years that allows a person to harvest 
timber from a specified tract of forest land. 

If~ 
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2. Metcs and BoundsfI'ecbnical Description of Jaedae District Forest Land & 
Location Map 

Starting near the h:l\vn of Wralakpo, thence a Hne nms N 20':' E for 38,2&8 feet to a point; 
thence a line runs N 800 E for 26,493 feet to the point on the tributary of the Dugbeh 
River; thence a line runs N 87" W for 100<113 feet to,a point; thence a line runs S 2'" W for 
69.911 feet to a point; thence a line runs S 89" W for 46,952 feet to a point; thence a line 
runs N 33" W for 14,612 feet to a point; thence a line runs N 10" E for 30,658 feet to a 
point; thence a line runs Due East for 23,635 feet to the place of commencement, 
containing 85;497 acres ofland and ~O MORE. 

Map of Jaedae J:'orestland 

• I 

j~CJnal Map of Jeadilc 
Located in Sil10e Crlllr,!v 

3. Contract Objective 

a. 	 To harvest merchantable tree species fl'om 34,600 hectares of tl'act of land 
othenvise caned the Jaedae Forest Land 

b. 	 To engage in reforestation of the area involving indigenous species 
c. 	 To create altemative uses of the tract of land after harvesting of trees 
d. 	 To create emplo}1Ucnt for about JOO locals of the contract area and 

surrounding towns and villages. 
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Contract Duration 

The contract shall be for twenty one (21) years, the land area being a small FMC. 

Chain of Custody System 

In keeping with Section 13.5 ofUle National Forestry Reform Law of 2006 and 
sections (1-35) of FDA Regulation 108-07. the Chain of Custody System will 
apply during the life and implementation of this contract. The system so 
estabHshed for the tracking of logs, timber and wood products from forest to 
processing and then to domestic or foreign market sha11 be managed by Societe 
Generale de SUJ"\'cillance (SGS) llsing SGS/Hejveta equipment and softwa:e as 
provided for by section 3.2 (3) of the Chain of Custody System Management 
Contract of 2007. 

Land R('otal & Stum[lag(' Tax 

Consistent with Section 5,7(b) of the National Forestry Reforro Law of 2006, the 
Company shall not be charged to pay land rental tax. However, stumpage shall be 
paid conslstent with Section 5.7 (c) of the National Forestry Reform Law and also 
consistent \vith Section 22(b) ofReguta60n L01-07, 

Other Fees & GOL Taxes 

All other fees and GOL Taxes levied on the project shall be consistent vYith the 
Revenue Law of Liberia and FDA Regulation. 

Pre-felling Date 

Before Company is certified for felling, aU pre-felling operations including the 
following must be completed: 

ll. Posting US$50,OOO.OO performam::e bond 
h. Submission of initial annual operations plan 
c. En\'ironmental Impact Assessment 
d. Social Contract 

Employment 

Recruitmem and employment by the Company shall be consistent with Labor 
Law of Liberia and International Labor Organization. 

If< H~ 
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Termination 

This cOntr'act shall be temlinated if [he company upon notice of breach of any 
tetm of this Contract fails to rem~dy said breach 'Within a period of (60) Sixty 
days. 

Force Majeure 

In the event of force majeure, which causes either party from meeting its 
obligations herein stat~ the Contract shall be suspended as- long as the force 
majeure continues. 

Duty of Care 

The Authority shall ensure that the Company maintains environmental quality of 
the cutting area and comply \vith aU other conditions consistent with the Liberia 
Code of Harvesting Practices to include: 
a. Water course protection 
b. Erosion prevention 
c. Prevention of pollution to rivers, streams and other waterways by disposal of 

wastes 

d, Prevention of fire disaster 


The operation shan also be in confonnity with international conventions to which 
Liberia is a party. They include: the Convention on Biodiversity, the International 
Tropical Timber Agreement, the United Nation framework Convention on Climate 
Change, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertifi(:ation~ the Convention 
on International Trade In Endangered Species and the RAMSAR Convention OIl 

Wetland Management 

11. Governing Laws 

In efteeting this ('.Dutraet between the Corporation and the Authority, the relevant 
La'l,.v'S of Liberia induding but not limited to the National Forestry Reform Law 
and regulation governing Chain of Cu&tQdy will prevail. 

t2. Binding Effect 

This Agreement is binding on the parties, their successors-in-office as if they 
were physicAllly present at execution ofihis instrument 

In v.1tness whereof: we have affixed our sibtUatl1feS on the day and date first 
mentioned above. 

II"; 
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,, 
}'Oo THE AUTHORITY 

Approved: --'-I-,L 1Y!1ILAIM) 
lVOSefi • JVogbeh, ,5,'r, 

j\fanaging Director 

FOIl THIl PEON,}; OF JAEIIU: ADMINlS'fItA'fIVE DISTRICT 

I; , 

, )OftNDA-KGb'i ff 
i l John Dargheh 

Town Chief/Jaedae 

Approved - ...----I?t-r~~~~he,;;,~f":"':..:: 
IC1w"rm,an-FJOA Board ofDirectors 

7 
!.~ \l~ 

'\ l_~J.D ,~ ~ 



JEADAE STATUTORY DISTRICT 


SINOE COUNTY, LIBERIA 


August 25,2011 

Han. Moses D. Wogbeh, Sr. 

Managing Director 

Forestry Development Authority 

Whein Town, Paynesville City 

Republic ofUberia 


Dear Hon. Wogbeh: 

We the Citizens of Jeadae District hail you and your staff for the smooth operation of the 
Forestry Development Authority. We therefore write on behalf of the People of Jeadae District 
for you to issue us a Private Use Permit (PUP) to enable us do logging activities on our private 
deeded land. We also are -enclosing our title deed review and authentication. 

It is QUf hope our prayer and request will be granted, 

Sincerely yours, 

; \ !L, DJ",~ 
16hn Darg~~h 
TOWN CHIEF/JEADAE DISTRICT 

If, 
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September 5, 2011 

Hon, Moses D. Wogbeh, Sf. 
Managing Director 
Liberia's Forestry Development Authority 
Whein Tov;.TI, Mount Barclay 
Monrovta. Liberia 

Dear Hon, Director: 

\Ve arc delighted to infoml you that the citizens including the Superintendents, Representatives, and 
Commissioners of Belle., Gala Konneh, KuJu Shaw, Jaedea., Dugbeh River, Barle. ~farbo> Beawof, Zorzor, 
Vomjama, Seekon, Gboe~Ploe, and Gbatma Districts met in a citizens meeting for the soul purpose of 
discussing the possibility of gJanting Atlantic Res.~!.~(rces, Forest Venture & South Eastern Timber 
CmltVlml'. it registered company operating under tbe La\NS of the Republic of Liberia., the right to 
sustainably manage and exploit the forest on their deeded land. 

Hon. Director, after lengthy deliberations, it was agreed that the above companies be given the right to 
manage said forest in their beloved Counties_ In reaching this conclusion Hen. Wogbeh., we were mindful 
and also took into consideration that your institution through the Government of Liberia awarded Private 
l.:se Pemlits in various parts ofLiberia in hne ...vith the Ne\\"" forestry Law ofI.iberia. 

Agamst this backdrop ROIL Director. we are submitting a legal documentation, including ~{OU's, deeds 
and technical locations .of stUd forest to your good offices for the purposes of issuing our company a 
Privale Use Pcntlit (PUP), in consonance '\vith the New National Forestry Law of 2006 and Community 
Rights Law. 

Thanks in advance for your continued understanding. 

Sincerely yours 

August Abriham 
FV;wning JfG!NJgE'~ 
.Athmti.::: l?r:<;fllC{CS L{)~"illJ! 

File 
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REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 

MINISTRY Ole LANDS, MINES AND ENERGY 
r. 0, BOX 10-9024 


1000 MO'IROVIA 10, LJBERIA, WEST AFRICA 

TEL: (HI} 226--858, FAX:(231) 226-281 


MonO(lY, October 03, 2011 

Han M;y,e:; D. Wogbeh, Sr. 

~J.._V,;l "GI~G I)JRECTOn: 
!-V:<.:::,lf} lLwelopo1cnt Authority 
\\rhein TOhll, ::;',10un\ Barclay 
l",lonrovia, liberia 

Dear HDIL \Vogbeh: 

\Vr: write !0 present our complime.nts, and J:ckr1owledge leceipt Df.your letter dated 26'11 Augusl 2011. 
fh,L f\l'_ FDAJ;'VID i05i62:1 r, re-q"esring the Ministry or Land, Mines -& Energy to review, verify alld 
;1,'t!,Cl1liI.\.11..:: deeds pertairling to Kpo, Dugbeh River, Jaedea, Beawor, Zor2O" Voinjam,L Scekon, Gboe~ 
P'Qc. Gbanna, Kulu-Shaw Soe, Gola KOllllCh, Bellah Ys!lah. Borolu and Kongba Districts for wllid! \Vt' 

are plC"tsed to furnish yOIl with our findings. '0:~~~_'. ~_. 
'""~ ,{~,*~,{ -~;;;- -

Aftcf plotting, analYZing. and verificatiNI > it was06ied:1;d'j,tl:,a'i7th~ documentations submitted to lhi: 
l\1inis1ry were all f~~nd corrp;:.t ~J1d the land un.ine~.b~nl J>?ihvs advising the Forestry Deveiopm<.:nt 
Authority (FDA) to pruceed "fit:. the granting of the PEfvate Use Penn it (PUP) in the interco;t thl: 
(le,"\ple o(:t-e "oove loc;:ti:ties. ~ ~ 

,J '1 

"iI, \1'111;,11) r>':lllaH'l>~v3.i!able IS these 

Truly yvW's, 

<i\ , 

'v:iIiISfI y of Lmds, ~,1ines & Energy 

Fllc. 

http:1,'t!,Cl1liI.\.11


:Forestry DeveIo ment Authoritv 
D p . 1 I)_~ Willi "VI{ X .1", ~U,_'I.J 

Elise Sabby's Compound 

Kappa House, Congo Town 


Monrovia, Liheria 


MEMORANDUM 

TO: 	 Moses D. Wogbeh, Snr. 
!;-I~!tF'(','\'",'_i lf /} " I;"'<.. 'lii'ector 
Fore5t."}' DCY-rt(opmem Authority 

FROM: 	 Towon Nyenty ~ 
Acting Manager, FD~S 

THROUGH: 	 John D. Kantor, Siir: 
Technical Manager~ R&D/l DA 

SUbject: Verij'iclltimt ofJJopolu,Jfollgbn, Belfe Yellah, Gala Kormeh, 
(;barma. Beuwvr, VoiniaJ!J~ ZOI::vm:, Seekofl, Kul.u-Shaw 

BRdt: (IntI A-farbo forests 

DATE: 	 October 16, 2009 

Background 

Predic.ated on a communication under the signature of Ms. August Ahrihim~ Planning 
Manager, Atlantic Resources Logging Company, requestcd an authentication of a tribal 
deeds, diagrams and locations of the above properties situated and lying in Lofa, 
Gbarpolu, Grand Cape Mount, Grand Gedeh, River Cess and Sinoe Counties. A team of 
technicians. from the fDA was mandated to visit said properties for detail ground 
trothing, capturing of deed land marks and sightseeing of the area for management's 
reacLion. 

In light ufthe above, thematic maps were prepared for various. localities using GIS desk 
studies and validation concluded by sending two surveyors and two Global Positioning 
System (GPS) operators, traveled to the land under consideration to conduct a joint 
ground truthing exercise of the area along with the tribal people and company 
representative. 

I~ 




During tbe period 20 lD-20l Cthe joint team parrolled a significant portlon of the area and 
gathered detail infoiina1.!On relating to ongoing multiple uses of the area, types of 
vegetation, topology, and livelihood of communities dwellers within the parameters of 
the forest. 

Findings 

Following an intensive tour by the team they observed and authenticated that: 

,. 	New maps and technical descriptions were prepared for BopoJu, Kongba, Gola 

Konnell, Gbanna, BeHe, Voinjama, Beawor, Zorzor, and Seekon Districts that 

excluded the Gola National Forest, Alpha Logging and other concessions . 


• 	 Indeed the Borolu, KOl1gba., Gola Konl1eh, Gbarma. Belle, Voinjama. Zorzor 
deeded land falls directly into proposed Forest Management Contract .areas._~:n_",__~~ 

and !Yr' 
.. Beawor, Kulu Shaw Boe and Boe ate un-encumbered but Bade forest is heavily 

occupied by miners •
'*' Large portion of the area under investigation consjsts of primary forest while at 

least five percent is totally dt:'.graded 

t$- Technically. the description in the :Metes & Bounds on all the deeds are correct 


Recommendation 

In view of the venfication and confirmation of documents for this area by the 

Forestry Development Authority, we herein recommend that 


40 	 That the deed be forwarded to the Ministry of Lands, 1<iines & Surveys for 
authentication After authenticating the and found legitimate, the FDA should 
perform the below activities: 

.r. 	 As per National Forestry Reform Law (NFR1.) of 2006 provision in chapter 
five section 5.6, we therefore recommend that FDA Management issue a 
Private Use Permits of the above districts in compliance witb all relevant 
requirements of this section (particularly section 5.6 c ( i,ii,i1i) and d 
(i,ii,iji,iv, v,vi) respectively. 

"" 	 Foreslry Development Authority requests the compani-e~ representing tne 
communities to 'demarcate their deeded land property boundary lines to avoid 
possible trespass cases. 
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