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QEP’{.?BLIC OF LIBER{&) .
MONTSERRADO COUNTY) ’

PRIVATE USE PERMIT CONTRACT BETWEEN THE FORESTRY
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND THE PEOPLE OF GBAO DISTRICT,
GRAND GEDEH COIUNTY, FOR THE HARVESTING OF 17,639 HECTARES
OF FORESTLAND

THIS CONTRACT made and entered into this 22 day of _ﬁu ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
thrbdgh

AD. 2011, by and between the Government of Liberia, restry
Development Authority, hereinafter referred to as the Autharity, mpreqente,d by its
Managing Director, Moses D. Wogbeh Sr., and the People of Ghao Administrative
District, Grand Gedeh County, hercinafter referred to as Gbao, represented by the
District Forest Management Commitice by and thea Senior Citizen, Mr. Emmanuel Kai,
hereinafier collectively the Parties, hereby;

WITNKESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Authority is statutorily responsible for the sustainable management and
use of all categories of forest resources;

WHEREAS, the People of Gbae are legitimate owners of a tract of forestland of 17,639
hectares by virtue of inheritance through a legitimate purchase from the Republic of
Liberia; “

WHEREAS, the (fbao Administrative Dstrict encompassing of Jaladaye and Wromei
clans made an application to the Authority on March 17, 2011 on behalf of said citizens
for the issuance of a Private Use Permit to commercialize their deeded forested land as
can be seen from copy of said letter hereto attached and marked Exhibit “A™;

WHEREAS, by virtue of Section 5.6 (d) (i) of the National Forestty Reform Law
(NFRL) of 2006, copy of a duly certified Aborigee™s Grant Deed issued in 1974 under the
signature of President William V.8, Tubman, in procf of ownership of the subject tract of
land is hereto attached and marked Lxhibit “B” to form a cogent part of this Permit;

WHEREAS, in further verification of the subject praperty, the Ministry of Lands, Mines
& Energy finally gives authentication and verification fo the said Bodae Deed through a
letter under the signature of Assistant Minister Maxwelt CF, (iwee, Altached also s the
said verification letter marked Exhibit “C” to form an imtegral part of this Contract;

'WHEREAS, validation of the area in keeping with Section 5.6 (d) (i) of the NFRI and

Section fii {}f E«DA Regzziaizam 2{}2@}’ siz{}m that the said tract of land is suitable for
: ort-is-hereto attached and-marked Exhibit- XD 4o

form also an mtegrai part of t%;u;s wntmct
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WHEREAS, Gbaoe is desirous of commercializing hmstahla tree species on the said
tract of 17,639 hectares of land;

WHEREAS, the Authority having examined Gbao’s application and the requirements of
Section 5.6 of the NFRL having been met, declares Gbao qualified for issuance of a
Private Use Peomit that will allow it enter inlo confractual agreement with a company or
corporation fo carry out said commercial activities;

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mudual promises and sgreements
herein contained, the parties do hereby agree as follows:

1. Defimitions

a. Authority: The Farestry Development Authority (FDA) created by an Act
of the Legislature on November 1, 1976.

b, Annual Operations Plan: the plan that guides the anmual operations of the
Holder

¢. Chain of Custody: the path of custodianship followed by logs, Timber and
wood products through harvesting, transport, interim storage, processing,
distribution and export from source of origin in the forest to end use.

AN .

d. Code of Forest Hawésﬁng Practices: a set of standards for
environmentally sound forest use prepared by the Authority

e. Conservation: the sustainable management and protection of forest
resourees to achieve maximum environmental, social, economic and
scientific benefits for present and future generations

£, Forestry: the science, art and practice of conservation of forest resources

g. Forest Resources License: any legal instrument pursuant to which the
Authority allows a person, subject to gpecified conditions, to extract
forest resources or make other produciive and sustainable use of forest
land. This includes Forest management Contracts, Timber Sale Contracts,
Forest Use Permit and Private Use Permit, '

b. Forestland: a tract of land, inchuding its flora and faunm capable of

producing forest resonrces, or land set aside for the purpose of forestry,

... but not including land in permanent setternents and land that has been in
long term use for non-shifting cultivation of crops or rmiging livestock.

i. _Forest Product: any
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j. Forest Management Contract: forestry contract which covers a land area of
50,000 - 400,000 hectares.

k. Holder: a person who holds a valid forest resources license
1. Land Owner: a persont who owns land by legal title

m.Operator: a person harvesting or making commercial use of forest
resources under a forest resources leense, Including & person working as
an employee, contractor o1 other agent for a Holder,

n. Pre-Felling Operations: legal requirements of the Flolder before felling of
logs. They include posting of required perforinance bond; preparation of
initial anmoal operations plan and preparation of environmental impact
assessment,

0. Private Use Permit: a forest resource license issued by the Government to
allow commercial use of the forest resources on private land.

p. Public Use Permit: a forest resource license issued fo exiract forest
resource from an area less than 1000 hectares.

q. Reforestation: the establishment of a tree plantation in a previously
forested area that has been aﬁﬁcted by culting, fire, or some other act of
tree removal.

1. Societe Generale de Surveillance (3GS): the institetion/company
responsible to manage the Chain of Custody Systemi.

3. Timber Sale Contract: & short term forest resources license issued by the
Government for a period of three (3) years that allows a person to harvest
timber from a specified tract of forest land,
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2. Metes and fiiimzxdsffechrz ical Description of Gbao District }i’az*est Land &
Location Map

Commencing at a point near the Cavalla River which forms the boundary between
Liberia and Ivory Coast; thence a line rung § 30° W for 22,648 feet to a point; thence a
line runs 8 16° W for 15,400 feet to a point; thence a line runs S 67° B for 26,406 feet to
a point; thence a line runs N 44° E for 10,737 feet to a point; thence a line runs N 73° E
for 21,246 feet to a point; thence a line runs N 27° E for 18,698 feet to the point on the
Cavalla River; thence a line nuns along the Cavalla River in the Western direction for
78,108 feet 1o the peint of commencement, containing 43,586 acres of Jand.

Map of Ghao Forestland

Aerial Map Showing Ghao Deeded Land Forest (48,586 Acres) A
Located in Grand Gedeh County
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3. Contract Objective

2. To bharvest merchantable tree species from 17,639 hectares of tract of land
otherwise called the Gbao Forest Land

b. To engage in reforestation of the arca involving indigenous species

& To create aliernative USES of the taet of land afiér hiarvesting of trées

d. To create employment for about 300 iocak of the contract arce and
surrounding towns and villages.
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- consistent with Section 22(b) of Regulation 107-07.

Contract Duration

4

The contract shall bé for twenty cleven (11) years, the land area being as TSC.

Chain of Custody System

In keeping with Section 13.5 of the National Forestry Reform Law of 2006 and
sections {{-35) of FDJA Regulation 108-07, the Chain of Custody System-will
apply during the life and implementation of this contract. The system so
established for the tracking of logs, timber and wood products from forest to
processing and then to domestic or foreign market shall be managed by Societe
Generale de Surveillance (8GS) using SGS/Helveta equipment and software as
previded for by section 32 (3) of the Chain of Custody System Management

- Contract of 2007.

Land Rental & Stumpage Tax

Consistent with Section 5.7(b) of the National Forestry Reform Law of 2006, the
Company shall not be charged to pay land rental tax. However, stumpage shali be
paid conzistent with Section 5.7 (¢) of the National Forestry Reform Law and also

<

Other Fees & GOL Taxes

Al other fees and GOL Taxes levied on the project shall be cousistent with the

Revenue Law of Liberia and FDA Regulation,
Pre-felling Date

Before Company is certified for felling, all pre-felling operations including the
following must be completed:

a. Posting US$50,000.00 performance bond
b. Submission of initial avaual operations plan
¢, Environmental Impact Assessment

d. Social Contract

Employment

Recruitment and éméio%ﬁ;éi;tmbé; the élompany shall be consistent with Labor
Law of Liberia and International Labor Qrganization.
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I Termination

This coniract shall be terminated if the company upon notice of breach of any
term of this Contract fails to remedy said breach, within a period of (60) sixty
days.

Force Majeure

In the event of force majeure, which causes cither party from meeting its
obligations herein stated, the Contract shall be suspended as long as the force
majeure continues.

i0.

Duty of Carg

The Authority shall ensure that the Company maintains environmental quality of
the cutting ares and comply with all other conditions consistent with the Liberia
Code of Harvesting Practices {o include;

A,
b,

C.

d.

Water counrse protection

Erosion prevention

Prevention of pollution to rivers, streams and other waterways by disposal of
wastes .

Prevention of fire disaster “

1

The operation shall also be in conformity with international conventions to which
Liberia iz a party. They include: the Convertion on Biodiversity, the International
Tropical Timber Agreement, the United Nation Framework Convention on Climate
Change, the United Nations Convention {o Combat Desertification, the Convention
on International Trade In Endangered Species and the RAMSAR Convention on
Wetland Management

il

Governing Laws

In effecting this Contract between the Corporation and the Authority, the relevant
Laws of Liberia including but not limited to the National Forestry Reform Law
and regulation governing Chain of Custody will prevail.

12,

fg%m;g Eﬂ’ect .

.. _ . . .. This Agreement is binding on the paties, their successors-in-office as if they
were physically present at execution of this instrument.

In_witngss whereof, wm_bm_afﬁmygnanm_m_&mﬂay_and date_first
mentioned above.

/.4 gﬁb



- FOR THE AUTHORITY

Withess ) . o
Managing Director S
FOR THE PEOPLE OF 6BAO ADMINISTRATIVE BISTRICT
i
?
—1 -
% et _ p
{ Emmannel Kai Joseph Davig
3
fi : |
Approved T AL
] Florence Chenoweth
: Chairman-¥DA Board of Direclors
e e+ et oot e e e e e e e+ ]
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Hon, Moses}’l) Wogbeh, S;-

3 oo ’\fianaging Direstor ., o -
! . Liberia”s Forgstry EGV{:ZQPYRQM Aushomy
" 7 WheinTown -
y oo F M{)ﬁmvw, leena
; : .
" Dear Hon. I)zzacter - _ AR e
(. .. Weare dehght@é to mﬁ}m 5’011 ﬁmttire cztizens mcluiimg the sﬁparzzﬁmdmt, R«epxe‘seen‘taswa R
" and Commissioner of Tchien mengna, B’haz, Sam. Ghalot, Bodas, }a:adf:;g}, ‘Kol Shaw I%&," SRRTE ¥
- | Tarsue sehnkiwehn and Cavalla Districts, River Cess, Sinde and Grand Gedéh, €euzxiz smetin e U L
{ - Jacifizens meetiong for the sole?nrpz}se of discisssing. the wssibﬁaty of gmzz’aug IR
‘ T ANLANTIC RESQURCES Itd, '3 registered corpany operating mider thi La%& bf ﬁ}ﬁs’_f o
Republiv: of Lz&em the :zgﬁt to sustiama\%z%y mazzag& an;d f:xpk:szt the fim:st on ﬁmr deaaieé '
land. W Lo . . _' : B
' Hon, I)arez:tcxr after imgth)f deﬁbcmmmg ity was agmed ézat ﬁkttamzc Rasou;rces szmted ?m RN
~ given-the nght th manage said foxest in their beloved Counties. In reaching. tbas Qonciugwn LT h
+ Hon. Wogbel, we were mindful aad 2% took info’ vonsideration that your institution thmugh_. . ]
. . the Government of Liberia awards Private Use Peemit to us jn these Counties as part ot anr - :
P  forest management strategy and in tine with the New Forestry Law of Libesia, = -«
| . Against this backdrop Hon, Dmtor, we are szzbnuttmg a legat riacwn@ammzz, mc}nchng ‘ o -
MOU, deeds and. technical location of said forest to your good office for. fhe piirposes of ,
: issuing us & Przvaze Lse }’ermz! {’P{s’?) in consonance w;ﬁx the New Nanonai I‘Qmsﬁy I,gw of . {
2006, T A -
B ' , Thankmn advanc:: for your mntmued uxdarsmadmg e e o : %j
Sincerely yours L . Lo T T i
: o St "-M‘g* o s g K.x— q e -wg.,w M,WM., %,
{;QT} - gg%ﬁ;@%*%%ﬁkﬁj‘é
rrrrr f’ifftimag %*f:;‘*mﬂrf figsfff B : M%&}T'"‘ : 1*-*' e Lo J Ko T —mz
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handied aHl Fechatcal izsues reliting to the deed Iogation, %x}mdmes and commencement/starting
phints,

On June 5, 2011, various working groups were formed by 'f:i}A staff on how to conduct anon the
spot mﬁaﬁmxc&m}n and vyalidation process amongst stakeholders and land cvners. County
officials were brief by Reomonal Forester Philip Jockolo on the obijective, seope and Hintstion of
the prercise. Thies {3) thematic working groups were formed.

For group #1, keaded by Aloxander Akol, ke made stop w Fish Town, River Gee County late in
the afternoon and presented s communication 10 the Acting Superintendent Mon, Pouh Wesseh
and explained to him the mission. Supermtendent Wesseh whole heartedly welcomed the group
amd toid thom o proceed to Webbo Disirict fo meet with fhe Disirict slabufory Supeninisndent;
Hor, Sarmue! Bohlen whe will nssist e foam in condusiing these oxercisss.

In Konowroken City, the meeting was held at the Uity Major’s premizes with the Usy Major Hon,
Wilfred G Davig, the Stamtory Superintendent MHon. Sammel Bolhen, Parmncunt chief of
Tuobo Chicldom, Hon, Moses Dargbab, and several town chiefs. elders, youth leaders, woman
feaders artended these meetmygs in providing historvical facts about their forests location and deed
dingrams.

Group # 2 & 3 condneted similar exercises and wers impressed with the warmed reception
recoived from all lmown seitferents and satelitte communities living within aad out of the decded
polygons in Maryland Courty {Barmobo District, Pleebo/Sodekan and Lower Kru Coast Districts).
On June 11, 2011, the twam hold micoting with the people of Banobo Stamtory District
Clobaken City, informing them about Atlantic Rescurce Loggmg Company/FMC Area “P7
operation that s to start or take place w thewr arcas and expressed jotzrest o fheir commmunity
forests. The ciizen expressed their cooperation and willingness through Superintendsat Nathanie
Naghe 1o work with Atlantic Logsging in obtaining the community forests.

In Grand Kiu County, Barchayville City, FDA staff met with a cross section of the citizen
inchuding Hon, Clets Sepbe Walbrson, Senator Blamoh Melson, Representative Gbeninh
Slopadoe, I of District # 1 and Reprosentative Goorge Wesseh Bilamoh of District # 2, They
provided valuable services and informmtion fo FDA’s GIS & Remoic Sensing Laboratory in the
anthentication and legitimacy of all deeds subiotited by the County cancus.

Findisgs
Following an intensive tous by the three (3) teams we observed and authenticated that:

87 Indeed the desded land documentations submitted to FDA does not overlap with any of
Profecied Area of Libecia.

8 The ltand deed which i3 located in Since, Grand Gedeh and River Cess Counties, shares

common border with one another intorms on disiricts localities,

Latge portion e all the areas e deseribed w the Geeds conswir of prinary forests and

species excepd these areas near the Dubo River, Jods River, Binoe Creek, Munu Creek

and the 31 Creek consists of mangrove swamps.

The aros 3 the home of some protocted wildhifs animals species

Larpe portion of all the areas are wntable for harvesting (commercial logging).

Topograpincally, the entire E&;zé sy of decds submitied 1o FDA s selatively flat with

more water ways. . . R

The areas are truly located in Sa}zztheastﬁm Liberia

Technically, the Metes & Bounds of 81 deeds are cormect.

&8 & &

%%;



http:ofLiber.ia
http:recepti.on




