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PRIVATE USE PERMIT CONTRACT BETWEEN TilE FORESTRY 
DEVELOP<VmNT AUIHORIITY AND TilE PEOPLE OF GBAO DISTRICT, 
GRAND GEDEH COUNTY, FOR TilE HARVESTING OF 17,639 HECTARES 
OF FORESTLAND 

THIS CONTRACT made and entered into this _jf:_ day of fl. '5>· • L~ 
A.D. 2011, by and between the Government of Liberia, u;;lJ;J{ ~~try 
DeveJopment Authority, hereinafter referred to a<> the Authority, represented by its 
Managing Director, Moses D. Wogbeh Sr.) and the People of Gbao Administrative 
District, Grand Gedeh County, hereinafter referred to as Gbao, represented by the 
District Forest Management Committee by and thru Senior Citizen, Mr. Emmanuel Kai~ 
hereinafter collectively the Parties, hereby; 

WITNESSETH: 

WliEREAS, the Authority is statutorily responsible for the sustainable management and 
use of all categories of forest resources; 

WliEREAS, the People of Gbao are legithuate owners of a tract of forestland of 17,639 
hectares by virtee of inheritance _through a legithuate purchase from the Republic of ill- . ' 
WIIEREAS, the Gbao Administrative District encompassing of Jaladaye and Wromei 
clans made an application to the Authority on March 17, 2011 on behalf of said citizens 
for the issuance of a Private Use Permit to commercialize their deeded forested land as 
can be seen from copy of said letter hereto attached and marked Exhibit "A'~; 

WHEREAS, by virtue of Section 5.6 (d) (i) of the National Forestry Reform Law 
(NFRL) of2006, copy of a duly certilied Aborigee's Grant Deed issued in 1974 under the 
signature of President William V.S. TUbman, in proof of ownership of the subject trru;t of 
land is hereto attached and marked llxhlbit "II" to funn a cogent part of this Pemilt; 

WliEREAS, in further verification of the subject prop<orty, the Ministry of Lands, Mines 
& Enefgy finally gives authentication and verification to tht;: said Bodae Deed through a 
1etter under the signature of Assistant Ministe-r Ma>.wel1 C~F. Owee. Attached also is the 
said verification letter marked Exhibit 11C" to fonn an integral part of this Contract; 

WliEREAS, validation of the area in keeping with Section 5.6 (d) (ii) of the NFRL and 
Section 61 of FDA Regulation 102-07 shows that the said tract of land is suitable for 

-----'Comm-~tiG~at!aGhedaruJ.marked-fuhlbi1;..!!D.:'t<> ··--·­
fonn also an integral part of this contract; 
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WHEREAS, Gbao is desirous of commercializing harvestabl~ tree species on the said 
tract of 17,639 hectares of land; i 

WHEREAS, the Authority having examined Gbao's application and the requirements of 
Section 5.6 of the NFRL having been met, declares Gbao qualified for issuance of a 
Private Use Permit that will allow it enter into contractual agreement with a company or 
corporation to carry out said commercial activities; 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises and agreements­
herein contained, the parties do hereby agree as fullows: 

I. Definitions 

a. Authority: The Forestry Development Authority (FDA) cf<'l!ted by an Act 
of the Legislalure on November I, 1976. 

b. Annual Operations Plan: the plan that guides the annual operations of the 
Holder 

c. Chain ofCustudy; the path of custodianship followed bY logs, Timber and 
woed products thmugh harvesting, transport, interim storage, processing, 
distribution and export from source of origin in the forest to end use. 

d. Code of Forest Harv<!sting Practices: a set of standards for 
environmentally sound furest use prepared by the Authority 

e. Conservation: the sustainable management and protection of forest 
resources to achleve maximum envirorunenta4 social, economic and 
scientific benefits for present and future generations 

t: Fore&try: the science. art and practice of conservation of forest resources 

g. Forest Resources License: any legal instrument pursuant to which the 
Authority allows a person, subject to specified conditions1 to extra~.-1 
forest resources or make other productive and sustainable use of forest 
land. 'This includes Forest management Contracts, Timber Sale Contracts, 
Forest Use Permit and Private Use Permit. · 

h. Fo<estland: a tract of land; including its flora and fuu.na capable of 
producing forest resources, or land set aside for the purpose of forestry, 

.. ... hll!.!illti!lcll!ding!and in.P.<mlli!!lent S!l!tlem.ents and.lruld !lmthil.lth.®n in 
long term use fur non~shifting cultivation of crops or raising livestock. 

----~~-----~~.- --~___l___Fomst Product· any material or hem :derived from forest re:saurces-··---··---
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j. Forest Management Contract: furcslry contract which covers a land area of 
' ' 50,000-400,000 hectares. ' 

k. Holder: a person who holds a valid forest resources license 

L Land Owner: a person who ov.ns land by legal title 

111. Operator: a person harvesting or making commercial use of forest 
resources under a forest resources license, including a person working as 
an employee~ contractor or other agent for a Holder. 

IL Pre-Felling Operations: legal requirements of the Holder before felliog of 
logs. Th~'Y include posting of required performance bond; preparation of 
initial annual operations plan and preparation of environmental impact 
assessment, 

o. Private Use Permit: a forest resource license issued by the Government to 
allow commercial use of the forest resources on private land. 

p. Public Use Permit: a forest resource license issued to extract forest 
resource from an area less than 1000 hectares. 

q. Reforestation: the establishment of a tree plantation in a previously 
forested area that has been affooted by cntting, fire, or some other act of 
tree removaL 

r. Societe Generale de Surveillance (SGS): the institution/company 
responsible to manage the Cbain. of Custody System. 

s. Timber Sale Contract: a short term forest resources license issued by the 
Government fur a period of three (3) years thotnllows a person to harvest 
timber from a specified tract of forest land. 

~~~~-·-~ .. ~-- ~~~ ,_ .. ~.~~~ .. -~·--

3 



_) 

I 
"' 

] 

1 
l 
J 

l 
] 
) 

j 

', 
l 

1 

) 

l 
' 

I. 

2, Metes and B9undsffechnieal Description of Gbao District Fores_t Land & 
; Location Map i 

Commencing at a point near the Cavalla River which forms the boundary between 
Liberia and Ivory Coast; thence a line runs S 30" W for 22,648 feet to a point; thence a 
line runs S 16" W fur 15,400 feet to a point; thence a line runs S 67" E for 26,406 feet to 
a point; thence a line runs N 44" E for 10,737 feet to a point; thence a line runs N 73" E 
for 21,246 feet to a point; thence a line runs N 27" E for 18,698 feet to the point on the 
Ca.valla River; thence _a line runS along the Cavalla River in the \Vestem direction for 
78,108 feet to the point of commencement, containing 43~86 acres of land. 

Map of Gbao Forestland 

Aerial Map Shooing Gbao Deoded Land Forest (43,586 Acres) 
Locall:d in Grand Gedeh County 

3. Contract Objective 

N 

A 

a To harvest merchal)(a)lle tree sp.ecies from 17,639 hectares of tract of laud 
otherwise called the Gbao Forest Land 

b. To engage in reforestation ofthe area involving indigenous species 
c. To-creareatrematiV:e uses Of me t:rnct ·orland after haiVCSting of trees 
d. To create employment for about 300 iocals of the contract area and 

surrounding towns and viUages. 
-J---- ------
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5. 

Contract Duration 

The contrnct shall be for twenty eleven (11) years, the land area being as TSC. 

Cbain of Custody System 

In keeping with Section 13.5 of the National Forestry Reform Law of 2006 and 
sections (1-35) of FDA Regulation l08-07, the Chain of C.1stody Syslem·will 
apply during the life and implementation of this contmct. The system so 
established for the trucking of logs, timber and wood products from forest to 
processing and then to domestic or foreign market shall be managed by Societe 
Generale de Surveillance (SGS) using SGS/Helveta equipment and software as 
provided for by section 3.2 (3) of the Chain of Custody System Management 

· Contract of2007. 

6. f"and Rental & Stmnpage Tax 

Consistent with Section 5.7(h) of the National Forestry Refurm Luw of2006, the 
Company shall not be charged to pay land rental tax. However, stumpage shall be 
paid consistent with Section 5.7 (e) of the National Forestry Reform Luw and also 

·consistent with Seetion22(h) ofRegolation 107-07. 

7. 

3. 

9 . 

Other Fees & GOL Taxes 

All other fees aod GOL Taxes levied on the project shall be consistent with the 
Revenue Law of Liberia and FDA Regulation. 

Pre-felling Date 

Before Compaoy is certified fur felling, all pre-felling operations including the 
following must be completod: 

a. Posting US$50,000.00 performance bond 
b. Submission of initial annual operations plan 
c. Environmental bnpact Assessment 
d. Social Contract 

Employment 

Recruitment and employment by the Company shall be consistent with Labor 
Law of Liberia and lnlemationsi Labor Organization. 

.. -~. 
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Tennination 

This contmct shall be terminated if the company upon notice of breach of any 
term of this Con1:raA)t fails to remedy said breach, within a period of (60) sixty 
days. 

9. Foree Majeure 

In the event of force majeure, which causes either party from meeting its 
obligations herein stared, !he Contract shall be suspended as long as the force 
majeure continues. 

l 0. Duty of Care 

The Authority shall ensure that the Company maintains environmental quality of 
the cutting area and oomply with all other conditions consistent with the Liberia 
Code of Htlrvesting Practices to include: 
a. \Vater course protection 
b. Erosion prevention 
c. Prevention of pollution to rivers, streams and otller waterways by disposal of 

v.-astes 
d. Pl;evention of fire disaster ' 

The operation shall also be in conformity with international oonventions to whic-h 
Liberia is a party. They include: the Convention on Biodiversity, the International 
Tropical Timber Agreement, the United Nation Framework Cqnvention on Climate 
Change, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention 
on lntematioual Trade In Endangered Species nnd the RAMSAR Convention on 
Wetland Management 

11. Governing Laws 

In effecting this Cun1:raA)t between the Corporation and the Authority, the relevant 
Laws of Liberia including but not limited to the National Forestry Relbrm Law 

) and regulation governing Cbain of Custody will prevaiL 
j 

12. !Jin.dmg_llffect 

This Agr~.em!lnt _!£,binding on Jh!t.Jlflllies, their s-~~>~essms-in,;;ftill.e w; if theY 
1vere physically present at execution of this instrument. 

.~' ~~~--- .. ~~:tu.~:whereof,._wa_bave affixed our sigml1llrCS rut__the da~dahLJirsL--­
mentioned above. 
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Approved:-~ ~ .. !llll.k.{)_ 
~~~ur. 

Managing Director 

FOR THI! PEOPI.Illlll GIIAII ADHINISTRATIVI! DISTRIC"f 

£Q~ 
--"":Emmanuel Kai 

-~~~ 
Joseph Davis 

Appro>ve<l'::i;;±;\~kg~:tJL.__l!::~',k:!1.d~~ 
Florence ChenoJ-veth 

Chairman-FDA Board of Directors 
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Ma:rch.l7, 20H 

Hon. Moses D. Wogbeb, Sr, .. - . 

· {v(an~ifngD_ireCtor . ·- ·. -~ , . __ .. 
LlbCria•s F~Stiy Development AumorltY :, · · -
WhCin ToWn·- - . ' --\· -

/ MOnroyia; Libe~a · ·- : ;-- . 

Dear Hon. Director: 

: ,,- -~· ' " - ' 

_,_- --

. 
. . We a;e delighted to inform )'QU ihat me citiZens inebidi;,g ihe Superil\~nd<\!1~ ;Rep;.,!;e!1tai;vc; 

: · and Commisojoner ofT chien meniJ!lll> D'hai, Sam Gbalot, Bi>d>IO, Jcadepo;Kulu·.·sn~w Bi>il, · 
Tarsue sehnkwetm and Cavalbl Districts, Ri:Ver Cess-t SinPe and G'rand Of::& h. Co\Jttti~-~--rneHn ' 
-a Citizen_s_meeting for ttte· sol~pufpds·e 6f(fjscU~in,kt~e~ibiHty' of f¢tiiij0i: _ :- ::·;-~--/··_· < ·_ · ;._ .. -
ATLANTIC RESOURCES~ a registered cmppany"lJ(lrrlting uildi:r 11\e LaWli of !fie' 

RePublic- of Liberia, the )'igh~ to s:ustaiitabJy manage atW" fr.(p!oit the. tbrest-oo· their. deeded_ · 
land. · , · ·· · · ··· · • · · · · 

Hofl. Di~~to:, ·after len~y deHben\~~&;- it ~s. agreed _·ibat Atlantic-.ReSo~s ~i.ii;ri~~ be _: 
_ giyen-:the right tQ manage said ,forest in their be!Qvttd Coun1Jes~ In reic~irig: __ ~s <son~l?~ion· 

Hrin. Wogbeli; we were mindful ai:td __ it!SQ. tpo~ intO' coflSi4eiratioll that yomdris~tut:i<:m. thr.ci¥&h. 
the Government of Liberia awards :t7i~--U~ P~rmit to us it\ theW Countie~ Us·pap:_-_o(Jcyu(-
forest management strategy aild 1n line with the N'ew Forestcy LaW ofLiberm. · · · · 

- - . ' . . - - . . 
Against this backdrop Han. Director, ~~ are sub.tnittirig_ a lcgal.documen~'!tjj~ _·in~luding 
MOU; deeds and. technical location of said furest to your good office fm: the. p!lrposes of 
issuing us a Private Use l'ermil (PUP). fu consonan~ with the New Nation~l FQre:Stiy L\W of 
200~ . . . . . . . 

. -i 

Thanks in ady~nce for yout qont~~_ed tJ.nderstalldi~g. _ · · 

' ', ; ·_ 

' ' ., ., . -. 
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handled aH Tcchnk~d issues relating to the deed locati,;;n, bo~daries and commencemcntls!:.artins 
piDints, 
On June 5, 2011> various worl,ing groups were formed by .FDAstaffonhowto conduct an on the 
spot authentication and validation process amongst staJ:eholders ;:md land O\t'liets. County 
oftic:ials were brief by Regional Forester Phihp Jockolo oo the objectiv-e, 5e0pe and limitation of 
the exercise. Thtee {3) thematic wo,rking groups were fonncd. 
Fer group# l, headed b;r Aiexru\de.t Akoi, he made stop \U Fish Tov.-11, River Gee County late in 
the afternoon and presented a communication to the Acting Superintt.'lldent Hoo. Pouh Wcsseh 
and explallled to him the nussjon" Superintendent Wesseh whole hcartedly wcloomcd the gr-oup 
and told them to pmceed to Wcbbo District to tnt?et \V1th the Disi:rkt staw!.Ory Supt:Tintt:"Udent; 
Hott. Samuel Bohkn ~Yhc ~.\·i!l ;~ssist the tca;.1:1 in :::ond~;c:ing tbcs~ exercises. 
In K<JIWwroken City, the meetmg \Vas held at the City Mn,ior1s premises \Yith the City Major Hon. 
Wllfred GJ•.J. Davis, the Statutory Snpermtendent Hon. Samud Bolhen, Paramount chief of 
Tuobo 01icfdom, Hon. Moses Dargbab, and several lAw-n chiefs_ elders. youth leaders. v•oman 
leaders attended these mootfngs in providing historical facts about their fOrests location and deed 
dlagrnms_ 
Group # 2 & 3 conducted simiiar exerclses and wen:: impressed with the: wanned reception 
rec.eived from aU knmn1 settlements and sateJhte commnnlties living within and out of the deeded 
polygons in Maryland County (Barroho District, PlcebO/Sodeken and L:>wcr Krn Coast Districts). 
On June 11, '2:011, the tcmn held mcctjng v.itb thi' people of Barrobo Surutory District in 
Globaken City, informing them about Atlantic Resource Logging Company/FMC Area "P'' 
operation that is to start or take plaoe 'in their areas and expressed interer."'i in their community 
forests" The citizen expressed their c.ooperntioo and willingness through SuperiHtendenfNathnnieJ 
Nagbe to work wit!• A!Jantie Lugging in obtninin& the community forests. 
In Grnud Kru County, Bnrdayvll!e City, FDA staff met witi1 a ctoss section of the citi~n 
including Hun. Ctetus Segbc \V ~rscn~ Senator Bkunoh Nelson, Representative Gbenimah 
Slopadoe, I. of Distdct # J and Representative George Wc_s:seh Blamoh of Di'itrict # 2. They 
provided valuable services and information to FDA's GIS & Remote Sensing Laboratory in the 
authentication and legitimacy of all deeds submitted by the County caucus. · 

Findings 

Following an mtenstve tour by the three (3) teams we observed and authenticated that: 

!!$ ln.;ieed the dt.'tXI~ land documentations subnritted to FDA doe..;; not overlap with any of 
Protected Area ofLiber.ia. 

I$ The land deed which is located in Sinoe, GranJ Gedch and River Ce-Ss Counties, shares 
common border \Vith one another intcrms on distTicts localities. 

~ Large portion of all the areas as de<;cr\bcd ur th.c d~:eds oonsThi:s of pm:nruy fon~-Sts ru-.d 
spec-ies excePt those a.re.1." n!"..ar the Dubo River, Joda River, Sinoe Creek, Munu Creek 
and the Si Creek consists of mangrove swamps. 

• The n.roa is dro home of some protected wildlife <~nimnls species 
Jl\) Large portion of all the areas afe,smtabte fOr harvesting (commercmllogging), 
• TopograpblcaUy, the entire iand mass of dt.~ds su!)mjucd to FDA is rdalivdy flat with 

mont \:t:ater svay.s. _ * '111e areas are truJy located in Southeastern LibCria 
-. Teclmically, the Metes&. Rrnmd$ of Hll de.eds are •correct. 

~~~~-······-·-.~~-
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